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INTRODUCTION

Billericay History Series.

The object of this series ig to publish & number ol interesting
booklets on local history at & low price. st lsast four further
bpecklets, io be published at regular intervels, sre planned, and
werk on & conprehensive history of the town is progressing &t a
nteady rate,

The first booklet in the Billericay History Series - "Early

Eillericay" - was published in iy, 1962. OSince then over 900 coplen
have been sold, not only in Flllerieay, but throughout Britain. The
secondl booklel in the Seriece - "The Mills of Billericay" - was

publirhed in September 1562, and 2o far has achieved a sale in excess
of 800 copies, BEoth booklects coet &4, 9d by post.

Thisz is tle third booklet in the Billericay Hlstory Series, snd
iz in two parte., The {irst part deals with Blllericar's cloze
connesctions with the Mayflowar; tells the psory of the Billeriecay
martywrs; cf Billerica in hAmerica; and deals with the general otory
of Lthe Furitan falth in Billeriecey up to the end of the 17th century.
The sccond part discucees the origin of the name 'Billericay', and
zlsg tella thz story of some of the sireet and place names in and
around Dlllericay.

fny comatructive Buggeaticns or comments about this book will be
moal welcome. It hes been my alm throughout to entertain ag well aBs
infern; to make this booklet interesting 10 the non-historien, whilst
leaving cut no impertant facts, Weny excellent historians fall into
e trap of just turning out A mass of facte, and leave the reader
g digent tham. I hope I have avolded this pitfmall.

PART | -
El_L ERICAY & THE "MAYFLOWER"

Ta troce the beginnings of the Furitan tradition of Billericay
oe must go bacl to the Feasants Rewolt of 1381 and the Black Death.

Billerieay was one of the leading centres of discontent during
Lo Pessante Esvolt. Billericay mesm were involved in a serlous rict
ul Brentwood in 41381,

Lfter Richard Lroke his pronmises, and Wat Tyler was killed at
snithfield, the Bzssax members of the revolt fled to Billericay, aB
L2 pleree whore they verse most likxely to receive a friendly welcome,
Homever, they were pursued by sn army led by Sir Thoman of Woodstock
srik Sir Thomas Peroy, and thay fled intc Horsey Weods, whizh thay
attenpted to defend with barricades of carts and ditches. Howawver,
th=y were no match for the tralned soldiers, and in the resulting
Battls of Billaricay it is epatimated that 500 rebels were killad,
Relice of the battle asve comz to light in recent timeo,

This popular discontent was reflected and encouraged by =a
group of travelling priests called Lollards, whose founder, John
Wyelif, had translanted the Bibla into English intco 1378, Wyeliffe
taught that no man had any right to property, unleas he obeyed the
will of God, Haturally the poorer pecple of Billericay wanted to
aear the Bible read in English, and when they found that the
Lellards chared their own political beliefs, they set up their
own Blble reading groups. These mestings had to bte held in secret,
ince the cctablished Church persecuted the Lollards and thelir
followers for bPeresy. It was theee searetive Bible discussion
groups that laid the foundation of Billericay's Puritan tradition.
- Thetoa groups may have digappeared through peroeccution if it
kad not beon for iwo factors. Firatly, after the Black Death there
Aal 4 coneiderable lack of prieste. Secondly, Billericsy had a
greoat deal of contact with the centres of Frotestant faith in tha
Low Country through the wool trade, and this made it wmasy for
coples of th= Bibla in English to be obtained, especially since
there were Flemiah merchents in the town.

&l
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"Billericey and the Mayflower", contlipued.

During the reign of Ldwsrd VI (1547-1553) & Froteatant
religion was established, but when Mary came t¢ the throne, the
Reman Catholic Clmrch was re-esteiclished in England, snd many pecple
in Englund found themselves undergoing a deep apirituml conflict.
Persistent nonconformity was punishable by death, but despite this
many courageous 2illericay men and women, refused to change thesir
religious beliefs, and were burnt at the steke for them.

One of the mo2:t notasle of these Billericey martyrs wWas o man
called "Worthee Watsoe' (Thomas Watts ), whese story is told in
Foxe's Acta and Monumente, commonly called the Book of Martyes.
Thomas was & Linen deaper, and he wis oot only A coUragecus man,
but a eensible and devout ons. IExpscting 1o b= arrested for his
failure to attend Churck, he sold all his goods, 80 that his wife
and children should not guffer, &nd gove =way A great deal of his
cloth to the poor,

Shortly afterwanrds he waa arrested, and brought before the
Justices at Chelmalord. Here he was accused of refusing to recelve
the sacrament, and was accused of being an abdoninable heretic,
Undaunted, Thomas boccoma involved in an arpumsnt with the Junticea,
who decided to send him to Bishep of London for treil, sending a
very damaging report of hig bghaviocur with him,

The Bisheop of London, scoerding to Foxe, emploved every method
popaible of melkirg Waste change his belierfs. He tried threatening
him, =nd making promisss of wenlth snd comfort to him. AL che time
Thomas, wearied by the Bishop's consistent arguing, 414 agree to
change his views, but the nsxt day he s5al1d in court; "I am weary to
live in such idelateory as you would have me live In".

Finally the Bishcp logt patienca, sentenced him to d=ath on
twelve chargen, and sent him to Chelmsford for burning st the ateke,
There he died, in sn inn yard, typical of the 3illericay men and
women, wWho woeld rather die, than change thelir religious beliefo,

Muring the reign of Elizabeth 18t there wae 1ees persecution
of Furitans, but in the reipn of James Puritans onee again becanme
digsatisfisd with their treatment, and their desire for religlous
freedom resulted in the great "MayTlower" venture.

Billericay, by now ene of the Strongest centree of Puritaniosm
in Essex, supplied the Govarnor nf the "Moyllower", Chrizstopher
Martin, anid four other pilgrims., Billericey's part in this venture
is remembered today by tha 2illericny town 6lgn, erected by the
C.P.R.E. &t Perry Green, which decipts the "Mayflower",.

. We firet come across Christopher Martin in 1607, when hs married
marie Prower at CGreat Buratead, In the Guarter Hession Hecords of
the same year we ind a complaint by Georpge Hiles of Great Burstoad
that Martin was "using the trade of linen draper without being
apprenticed to the bame™.

In 1649 we Tind in the wuarter Bessions Records that his
stepson, Solomon Frower, alsoc & “Mayllower" pilgrim, was involved
in an incident whilst on the King's Watch, Apparently Prower had
apprehended & men by the name of Paprell, who had come from sn
alehouse drunk on a Sundny evening |somethlng that would have
effended & Maritan very mmch indeed}., When Faprall was asked to
sccompany Frower, he refused saying; "1 care neither for the King's
majesty nor such Juck an apas as you are',

On that oceaslon the Martin lfamily were on the right oide of
tha law, but in the pame year Peower and lariin were brought
pefore the Archdearons' Court at Ingatestone for failing to snawer
gueationg on the Cateeniem, and Calling to attend Church.

Legend states that what it is now “"Ye Olde Chantry Cafe" was
the home of Christopher Martln, and that the Lasex contingent of
the "Mayflower" f'inally met there before sailing for America, The
1615 Billericay rentgl malkes nonsense of Lhis lepend. This ghows
that Martiin did not own any property on the Chantry sideo of the
digh Street, let alone the Chantry Cafe, However, he did hold
two cuatomary propertleg - one whore the Internstionsl Stores pow
stands, =snd the other on the site of Aldersledes, It is interests
ing to neta thai the date "1 510" on the Chantry Cafe wad not

present before redtoration work toolk place. Page 3



“E;llericug and the Muyllower", continued.

Whilat the Chantiry is undoubtedly en outstanding example of
Tudor architecture, I <o Teel that its importance in the history of
Billericay hes been over rated. What is now the “Woolpack, and
adjoining buildings, in Chapel Etreet, are, I consider, of far great-
er historical intereat, and are far older, than the Chantry. It lis
mmusing to note that s wealthy Americsn once intended to dismantle
the Chantry, end re-erect it in New England, on the belief that it
was lThe formsr homs of Christopher Mortin,

Of courss, just bacause Chrlesiopher Hartin did not live Gt the
Chantry, it does not mean that the legend that the Essaex contingent
gathered at Dlllericay is fajce. Indesd, in view of Billericay's
convenient position as a overnlght ctopping place {or Leigh (it
once had important vasding ccnnections with this port) where the
"Wy Llower" was berthed, and in view of the Luyportance of Chriatop-
her Hertin in connection with the venture, 1t Geems very likely that
they 413 meet at Dillericay.

We do not know for certain whether Christopher Martin Joined
the “Mayllowzr" wventure for the ecommernial reasong that had such a
great deal Lo do with the axpedition, or whether he jolned bacause
of hie religious convictiore. From what we know of Mortin, the
ansgwar would seem to be a combination of heth facjora,

Anyway, Martin wae sppointed to arrange for the provisicning
of the ship, and was later appointed Governor of the "hMayflower™.
However, he does not seem to have been & very religious man, since
there is considerable evidenze of freud by dartin in the accountsd.

Wwhen the Mayiflewer put into Dartmouth fer repeire a pilgrim
wrote to & friend complaining; "He (sartin) refuseth to respect any
counsel ... he saith h® npeither oan nor will give any account of the
£700 (given tao Martin for provisions) ... if called upon for
accounts® he erieth out of unthankfulness for hio paing snd cara snd
says that vwe are susepitions of him .., he insulteth our poore
pecble with esuch acorne and contempte .., it breskss my hart to see
the mourninse of the peopls; they cowmplain to me, I can 4o nothing,
for if 1 epeke to him ne flies in ry Tace as matinous ... he says
that' no complaintes should be hesard but ty himselfl ... he says they
are forward, waspibh, ciscontented peopls, and I 2o no goed to
listen to them., The scilars are offended st hie ignorant boldness;
89ne pay they will mischief him, others say they will leave, but at
the best of it he makes nimself a scorne and a leuzhing stock.”

The Bame wraiter expressed the ooinion thot if the sccounts
Were checked, not o penny would be lef: ever, Besause aof Martin's
incompetence, mishendling, and suspected fraud, hs doubted if the
Ghip would cver reach Amerieca, Indeed, he was dleturbed 8o rmeh by
Martin's behaviour, that he thought of leaving <he ehip, risking
all has poseBzions, and return to persecution in ¥ngland, rather
then continue with Hartin,

AB it heppensad Martin, his wife, his atepeon Frower, a
servant, and the other Billlericay pilgrim John Brownsz from Cutwecod
Common, all arrived safely in Amarica, together with the pest pf
the piigrims. It ia recorded, “wowever, that Martin "and s11 with
hin" died in the first infoctZon,

Meanwhile, tack in Billericay, Har:in's Fformer Puritan
friends econtimued their struggle for the righ: to norship ag they
miched, Howevar, this wes not granted until 1593 when the flrst
‘licensed” meeting for dissenters was Bet up in the High Street.

. Billqrimuy can be proud of iz& connections with the
"Mayflowar' venture. We cannot be proud of Christopher Martin.

He wag pbatinate, bod-temuered, probably a eriminal, and he nearly
wrecked the whole “Mayflower" venture,

In 1640 Billericay's violensly anti-Puritam Viear, the Bev,
Pease died, The resalt was that the membere of the Church of
England had to sppsal to the duarter Ssceiona Court for sssistance.
They compluined that nlshousss hed multiplisd, that the town was in
disorder, and that Gud’s nemn was abused and blarphamed, and his
good ecreatures abused, by an sbundance of Puoriten esects, The Church
of Epgland group was powerlaws to deal with thess "aduses", and
appealed 1o ths Court to restore "zood government",
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"Billericay and the MWayflowsr", continued.

During the first half aof the 17th century many Billericay
pecple were brdéught berore the Juarter Jessions Court for failing to.
gttend Church, and helding private pmesctings, :

In 1645 & grovp of Billericay people once agein petitioned the
uaerter Sesalons Court, comulalning about a Puritan geet whieh hed
Bprung up in the town. Thig "langerous aect" wae accused of "holding
meetings of their ovwne with the acnmittence of all comers even in the
time ol puclique worship; their preachers brand the order of our
Church az aptl-Christisn; they administer the sacramsnt of the
supper, ra-baptise men and women, vent the poyoon of unscund
opinigna,"” Apparently the 'poyson" they were occused of wes calling
Tor religions talerance, and the repeal of anti-rusriten lswe, The
petltion goes on to accuse the Furiteno of "boldly attempting to
disturpe us in the publique worshipp, and in the f'asce of the
congregation o quarrell sttt the truth delivered, to the sedusing of
thé peéoplse, the scandall of many, the distraction of ell, and ths
preat indangering of the publique pemse",

The pelition concludea; “Therefore cut of a deep sence of the
danger of the peoplea' soules, the hindrance of the progresse of the
guapelle, snd the Eelormation in hand, the subversion of truth and
the power of Religien; the Anarehy, and confusion likely to over-
spread us iff not tidmely previnted, do humbly mddress ocurselves to
Four pious wisdemea, and justice, beseaching you to apply such
remedy as may prevent the further spreading of their moat wicked
opinions; restraine their viclence, and restore to us a peaceable
enjoyment of our religion.”

However, the petition does not seem to have "restored & peace-
able enjoyment of our religion”, for later irn the year a serious
riot cocured at Billleriemy Church. According to the official account
a large mob "did lately in s mutincue and disorderly manner spter
inta Billericay Church immediately sfter sermon time and did abuse
Mr.Bmyth (who had then preached) and divers others present”. The
accused were each fined LO/-, a very lsrge sum Tfor those days, which
could well be a year'e wagss, A =imiler ineident, though more
sericus, occured in 1691, Apparently the congregatzion were at
morning service behind locked doors. This did not deter a large mob
of Maritens, who smashed the door dewn, and entered the Church.

They then removed the common prayer beok and surplus, snd damaged
the fittings of the Chureh.

: Duringz the rule of Oliver Cremwell [16L9-1660) the Purituns had
freedom of worship for the firet time., During this period of Furitan
rule stern action was taken ngsinst those who defiled the Sabbath,
In 1653 Thomss Sturgin of Bill=ricay was in troubles for suffering
dizorderly persone in his house, and tippling on the Lords' Day.

e had also comnitted the dresdful sin, from a Puritan polnt of
view, of travelling cut of the town an Zsaster Sunday. In 1558 an
alehouse kesper called Mathes Hedge was ir trouble for sllowing a
munber of people to Arink, tinle, and "take tobacco” one Uunday.

It is recorded thet ror this "preat profanation of the Lords' Day"
he wag fined 10/-. A4 Great Burstead man, Henry Hixopne, found
himself brcught before the Juarter Sessione Court for having

company in his house "on the Lorda' Day at sermon time',

Desplte the tolerant attituds cf Cromwell to Furitans, many
EsgeX Puritans continled to emigrote to Americsa.

Un May 23rd, 1655, the Mngsachusetty Legislature sccepted a
pesition to esteblish =he town of -Billerica, on a site some 15 to
20 miles from the ccesi, And near the town of Lowell., Two of the
petiticners were Ralph Hill and Ralph Hill Junior, and it is aaid
that these two were former Blllericey residents., There 18 no
c¢oncreteevidence to support this suggestion, but since at lesat one
of the town foundere muft have came from Billericay, it seems quite
likely,

The late Dr.¥Wallen Stearns, leading PBillerice historisan, was
of' the opinion that the town wsse first called "Billericsy" with a
“s'"'by the early educated settlers, but that then evéeryone :
concentratad on eult:wating the land, and psid little atsention to
education, dropping the “"y”. Then vwhen more time was devoted to
education again, the inhabitants contimzed to use "Billerien!

1] - W T
inatead of "Billericay"™ by fcrece of habit, Page 5.



“Billeriray and the Meyfiowsr", continued.

I disagres with this theory, cince "Billericn"™ waa the spelling
commaonly used to describe "Billericay"™ in the 17th and 18th centur-
ieg, and the second form was not in common use until the very end of
the 18th certury, mlthough it occurs at isolated intervals at
earlier dates, Th= settlers would naturally use the egslling in use
at the time, and thus our American sister itown has preserved the
earlier form of "Billericay™.

in its marly days Billerica suffered from frequent attacks from
the Indiems. In 16%2 5 people were killed, and in 1695 a more
Eericus attask Lock place, 15 peocple belng killed. Apparently the
town nad a troop of cavalry and & militis, and there were often
called tg help neighbouring towne attacked by Indians. HNearly 500
Billerica men took part in the War of Independence,

i Tharee villages - Billerica North {(scmatimes called Billerica
Mills), Billersca Center, and Billerics Jouth - grew up and replaced
Lthe scattered farms, where thousands of sheep were once raisad.

Industry grew in the form of sawmills, and there were at lesst
fourteen of these in the town at ons time. At one time thousands of
gphoes and slippere were made in Billerica.

Thomas Talbot came to Billerica in 15839, and alsrted and
meintained many industries, In {1878 he was elected &8s Uovernor of
Massachueettn,

In recent years the msnufecturing development has slowed up,
but there iz still o lot of industry. However, Blllerice ia mainly
A redidential town, most of ite 18,000 inhabitents, working 1in the
largs towng nearby, Development is concentrated on the three main
centres of Billerlcom Wortl, Billerica Cepter, and Billeries South,
ﬁh" distance from Billerica HNorth to Blllericey South being about

milos .,

The main geographlenl feature iz the River Coocord, which runs
from north to south, and is of considerable widthe. CUne or two local
people have wislted Billeprira, and the nelghbvouring town of Chelms-
ford, but sinca the unfortunate death of Dr,Wallen Stoarns, links
betwoen the two towne have been broken, and attempte to renaw them
havie met with little succens,

Ingidentally, thers is also a8 "Blllericay' in Weotern Australia
- a rgmote rallway siding, named by a former local reaident.

Back In Billericay, ithe Puritans ithrived. The Juakers had
eotablished a Billericay Meeting in 1667, spparently on the site of
the preseni Elizsbezh Cottage and adlacent properties, the burisl
around belng on the site of Churchill Johnsons. The Congregation-
alistz wera firmly established in Chapel Streetp and the Baptists
followed at o later date, although. s Methcdiet Church was not set
up i Billeriesy until muite recently. The Preabyterians haed a
meeting place on Hell Hill. In 4773 the perichonsre complained that
they could not ralss enough money to recuild the Church because of
the nomber of MNoneonfoemists in the town, and thls sirong Furitan
nnd Honeconformist traditicn oeroisted until modern timee,., Indeed,
the town 2t1ll has strong Congregationalist, Baptiet, Methodilst, and

Wasiker congregations.
PART 2 -
THE PLACE NAMES OF BILLERICAY

The origin of the name "Billericay" is something of & mystery.
A pamphlet weas produced on thie subjeect as long ago as the 19th
century, which contained all scrtg of interesting derivations, and
it is a problem which hue interested many lecal historians. Even
the English FPlace Hames Society have been unable to Buggest any
saitable origzirn and development for the name, It 1s, of course,
eheer coincidence <hat two christisn names — 'Bill’ spd 'Eric' -
are included in the name,

There wers substantial Bronge dApge and Iron Age ssttlements at
Billericay, and it has been suggeoted that a Celtle word with the
baziec roct "Bell" cor "Bill® was Latanised by the Romans.
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"Tha Flace WHamss of Billsricsy", continued.

Thers wa3 also & substantial Roman settlament at Billerizay, and
thia muet huve been named, Ameng the sugpestions are: "Hellerius
Bagtion (camp of = Roman general Bellerius); “Belleo Castrum"” (falr
camp); and Villa Friea {(the town on the heath). Thie last suggesi-
lon Bsemn Lhe+mo:t likely, since Billericay 18 bullt on Bagshot
Sonds, und the normal, uncultivated countrysids asscociated with this
type of soil is hezathland, It hae peen suggested that this name
survived the Dark Agen, cnd wWas8 corrudted into its present form by
the Normans. ;

However, it should be remsnbered thet Billericay did not exist
during the Dark Agss, The Baxeons Jdegtroyed the FRoman settlement
completaely, and moved the main centre of population in the arca to
Great Buratead, away from the ghosts of the several Roman cemctrilen
at Billeriesy, Billuricay 4id not grow again until the 12th century,
which means thet thore 18 no entry in Domesadsy Eook for Billericay,
which was included under Great Burstead., Of course, if there had
have been, there vould have been far less trouble in deciding the
origin of the nome, However, decgpita the sbsence of peopulation at
Plllericay cduring <he Dark Ages, T feel that there ie a great deal
to be eaid in favour of the "Villa Erica" theory.

The parliest mention of & neme for Billericsy ie in 1291, when
it was known by the name cf "Bylliyrica"., Th: same spelling was
used in 1351. Other spellings vaed in the Middle Ages were
"Billerykay" (a phonetic apelling of the present namd), and
YBilleryks", John Nordsen calls it "Billerecrais" on his 1534 nmap.
The BEssex historian borant suggests that it is of Normar-Franch
origin, and syates that in 1343 it was czlled "Beleouea", “Baleugn"
or "Banleuga" denoting a territory round a berough orf mAncr.
Little importance is attached to this theory, ecpecimlly since
Billericay waa not bunilt round eitliar a borough or = manor.

AN Interesting puggestion is put forward on cne old mep which
stntea; "Billericay, alius Builld upon Cave", It is believed that
there are cavea benealth Billericay, and that grand old charzeter,
the late Fred Eales, said thai he had been in them as & boy, and
that the entrance was through the cellers of Burstead House, which
once atood on the slte af Hensmans petrol pumps, but was demolished
shortly after the war. Appsrently, one day, o horse and cart Tell
into a hole which suddenly appeared in the lans by the Chequers,
lesding to the Chansry Zstate. The ground in this arem has a hollow
ring. Although there may well be caveo teneath the High Street,
they muat be very difficult to enter, and well concealed. It ia
doubtful 1T the residents cf old Billerleay knew sbout them, and
Bince thie supgestion apoeare in juat onc cource, I am'inclined to
discount it.

[uring the A15th and 16th senturies, when there was no stundard-
ised spelling, end very few pecple ‘were literste, countless
different spellinge were used - indzed there were probably as many
gpellings ss pronounciations, Howsver mcet of them ssem to have
had the bssin root of "Billerie"™ or “"Bylleryce™, countless endings
being added. :

Towards the middle of the 17th century a satandard form -
"Billerica" - began to be used. This veroion was in commeon use
throughout the 18th century, and the pdditicnal "y" does not Seem
to have been added until the beginning of the 419%th century, slthough
the modern form was used on i=olated occesione as far back as the
beginning of the 1&th century.

How did the original form of "Bylleryea" come into uae? A
very intereating suggestion has been put Corward by A numoer of
writers, inzluding Dr,Reaney, the author of "Lhe Place Hames of
Eszex", He pointa out that &t one time there wam a town in Kent
in a very Bimilar position to Eillericoy = & Tlat-topped ridges,
ivolated on & plain - called "Billerica™,. Also, o farm in a
similar position at Witham Frisry in wiltshire im eslled "Eellericsa
Farn". Dr.Reaney therefore supggests that "Billerica" and iteo
derivatives was some obacure term once used to describe the
topographical feature of o flat-topped ridge, 1Rolated above a
plain, a feature present in all three examples.
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MThe Place Hames of Billericay", continued,

o

I feel that the solution put forward by Lr.Heaney, and by ths
19th century Dillericay archacolopgiet Mr.J.A.Sparvel-Payly F.S5.4.,
ig prebably the correct cne., Howaver, because of the lack of
documentary svidence <hio can never be proved, and we shall never
be certaln of the exncet origin of the name of our town,

Urest Burstesd., - In an enrlier part of the book T mentioned that
the Jaxons had founded n settlement at Great Buratesd, after
destroying the old Homan gettlement at Billericay. The common form
of this nams at onc sime was "Burghstesd", which means "Site of the
Fort", referring to the fort which the Saxons set up to defend the
ssttlement, probably on the alte of dpest Bureteasd Church. In 975
it wae colled Burghsteds, in 1086 Burghsteda, and in 1254 Boursted.
It iz interesting to note that when "Burpghstead Lodge" was named,
the old form was used,

Buttsbury - This name is generally used to describe the houbing
eBtated on the western side of Billericay. Until guite recently
thesa formed part of the Farish of Buttsbury, Buttsbury Church
belng sltuated about three miles from Billeriecay, in the direction
of Ingatestone, This now stands alone in the fields, but in the
#iddle Ages was once the centre of a prosperous viallasge, the
populstion gradually drifting to the high road st Stock.

tutwood Common - Now used to describe the Lutwoed Common Hatq%g of
walthamstow Horough Couneil, and algc uged in Quiwond Common Hoad,
The garliest reference is to “le Utwode" in 1287, The Common is
clearly shown on ths Ralph Aggap survey of Billerlcay of 1593. It
then extended from the lower end of Norsey Wood almosti to the
Junetion of Outwood Common Hoad and Outwogd Farm Road. Its shape
ket somovhat irregular, 1t being about nulf-s-mile wide at the
narrovwest point, Unftwood Cormon Hoad running through the centre.
Over the centuries large porticns of the Common were encloged, and
by the middle of 19th century tt consisted of s small rectangle of
land on sither side of where the railway line now runs, and when
the railway was constructed in the late 1880"s, psrt of the Common
was used, the remainder being split in half. By 1922 all that
remained wad a emall triangle of land between Cutwood Farm Rosd and
the reilway line. Bhortly afterwards this last strip of common
disappeared, but the name lives on.

Iye Cormon - A substantial common once existed on elther side of
ITye Common 'Road, and emall pections of it remained until quite
modern times. The Common gave its nsme to the smull hamlet which
rrew up around it. 2

Horgey Woods ~ Firat mentioned as lNossssheye in 1250, In 1593
fzzZse calls them "Morthaeo Woods", and in 1768 they are deacribed
as “Noasy Wood". Ho satisfactory origin of the name 1B known,
Mill Hill Wood in Perey Street was connected wizh the FPerry bBtreet
(111.7 The full story of this is told in "The iystery of Perry
Street M111l", ilncluded in "The wille of Billericay™, lo.2 in the
Billericay History Series;

South Green = There was mn extensive hamlet at "Bouthwoods Green"
in 1595, In 1706 it was called Southwood Grean, and in 1777 South
Oreen. In 1593 the Green was far larger than the present
Recreation Ground (shortly to be mede even smeller by & road
jmprovement ), and included the sites of the Nemaorial Hell and
ahope. In Lhese days Outwood Common losd branched off from ite
present route below Beams Way, and ran along the track by Cak Farm,
forming a creearcads with Bell Hill, Orange Rond, and Hickstare
ithen Hicetenes) Lene, Geange Road ran to the west of itg modern
Sourse, Another road jolned OCutwood Commen Boad with the line of
the present main road near the Duke of York., All the land in
between formed the Green! No doubt this will be made clearer by
the skeich olan on ths opposite pRRG,

sunnymede = This i a very modern name, ealthough it was in use
before Sunnymede Estate was built, I have been ehle to trace it
back to just befors 4500,
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"SOQUTHWOODE GREEN" IN 1593

KEY

iKodern road in
use io 1593

Modern road not
in existence in
1593.

Road in use 1593,
===  disappeared nowv,

M,H, = hiemorial Hall.

Th= shaded srec¢a indicates
the apprcximate extens of
South Green in 4593,

THIS MAP I8 TO AN
. APFROXIMATE SCALE,

High Street - Thle is a modean term. D14 rentals usually refer to
1t as "sillericay Streote.

Chapel Street -~ The formar nomes of Chapel Street have cauged a
;great daal of controverty.

On the 1593 Ralph Aggas survey of Billericsy Chapel Stree: is
not named, although the Church erd was Tfully developed. On the esame
survey & road leading from the High Stireet to what is now Chantry
Estate is shown &s Wellfield Lans,

In thy rentak of 1615 Chapel Btrset i3 shown as Wellfield Lane,
and it is also called by the sama name in the rentals of 1706, 1718,
1738, 1765, 1818, and 1823, It ie aleo deapribed by the same name
.in Quit Rolls of 1685 to 1747, occasicnaly being sub-tizled in
these rentals and rolle "Back Btreect of Billerica", It should be
noted that there were small wells at the bottom of the original
Waellfield Lane. At s lator date important wells were developed off
Chapel 8treet to serve ths "Crown" Inn, then in the High Strect
opposite Woolwortha, and a number of men were ermployed for the sole
purpose of purplng the water,

Arcund the early part of the 19th century, when the wells
declined in importance, Chapel Street was commonly called Back
Street, In the latter half of the 49th century Back Street and
Chape} O8treet were uged alternately, Chepel Utreet referring to
the Daptiet Chepel, whiczh formed part of Chapel liouse, which still
stunds just below tke Ritz Cinema, In the last fifty years Chapel
S:ireet hus been officially used, slthough before the war "Back
Street™ was still frecuently used, and even today is still used
occasionally by older residsnts,

Deapite the evidence of the quit rentals and rolls one local
hiptorian refuses to accep: that Wellfield Lane was ever used by
the local p=cplec to dewvcribe Chapel Street. He points out that a
map of 1681 cnlls il "The Back Strse: of Billerica", and suggests
that "Wellfieid Lanc" was & name solely used by the Lord of the
¥Manor and his oervants, und thaut the lccal people refuccd to have
this name thrust upon them, and used “Back Uircet" instead,
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"The Plase Kames of Billericay", corntinued.

Ingenicus as this theory is, I cannot accept it., Regarding the
4681 plan, no doubt the mapmakers wished to avoid confusicn with the
original Wellfield Lane, and therefore used the long-winded explan-
ation of "Back Szreet of Billerica'". I just cannot see why
generation after generation of compilers of quit rents should wieh
to impoge a road name cn lockl pecple. They would gain nothing from
it, and suraely if they did want to impese m roacd name, they would
not use the cuit rents a8 a means, since very few ordinary people
would see them, and very few could read., Also, it seems t0 me that
the wells were one of the more obvious fesatures of Chapel Street,
and +he local people therefore used "Wellfield Lane" to describe
Chapel Etreet during the 17th and 18th centuries,

Western Road - In 1533 this is shown &8 "Newe Strete", and this name
survived until about 1800, when Back Lane came into common use,
flegtern Road 1= a modern form introduced in the last fifty years,

Perry Gtreet - This was Cygnes a ls Pere in 1254, Perystrete 1n
1542, and Peartree Btreet on Chapman & Andres' map of 1777. This
map also shnws Peartree Farm, which one ctood near Mannings Poultry
Farm in Queens Yark. Perry Street wac once in the Parish of LN
Buttsbury, the nams of which originates from the pear tree of 8it,
BotoRphs, t therefore seems that the origin of the name was

"Pear Tree", which has been corrupted to Perry. Note the use of
"Street" instead of the commomer "Lane" or "Road" - a hint of Roman
connectiona,

Bell Hill - Once thought to be connected with sun worship, a theory
now discounted: Named from the "Bell" Inn which atood at the bottom
of the hill, until the leter half of the 19th century,

Jacksong Lane - Jackamiths Lane in 1706, luter ccrrupted to its
present form, Hi)l House wae 8o named in 1777.

Blunts Wells is an interesting name, The Tirst word indizates the
cornection with the Blunt family, who had their property consficated
for taking part in the revolt of Simon de Montford reveolt in the
reign of Henry III, The second word - "Walls" - indicatees the
presence of ancient ruine, and these could be seen in the form of
remaing of 2 Roman fort until the middle of the lasst century., Great
Blunts and Little Dlunts are also named for their connections with
the biunt family. -hese were once called Ynge Gyngiang Jayberd or
Ing Ging Jeybérd Lsubdry, references to the Norman families of
Jolberd and Landri who once lived there,

Modern _names - In Billericsy we have a mixture of good and bad
modern sireet nemes, On the Chantry Estate, for exumple, almost all
the nemes ere connected with Billericay hiptory @.g. Hurlocke Road,
referring to the mansion of the same name which once stood in the
High Otreet, G6tajion Road, over half a mile from the 8tation, ie
very confusing, and ehould be re-named, I doubt I1f many pecple
i1ivirg in Dukes Farm Road on the Bush Hall Estate realise that until
guite recently there was a farm of the same name in Stock Road
almeoct cpposite, which is mentioned as Dukee in 1538. Stirangely
encugh, another Dukes Farm Road ran tehind the farmhouce between The
Grove and Headley Road, but fell cut of use Just before the last
War, although traces can still be seen, There 18 no excuge for
morcnic namee like Ian Road, however, Developers complain that they
have difficulty in Finding suitablo names - all that is needed io a
little research, and a great many old names zould be preeerved
through road naming on nearby new housing estates.

Other titlee in this serjes:- No.1 in the Series, "Early Billericay',
tells the gsory of Billericay from the Stone Age to Foman times, and
includes & map of Roman Billericay. Nearly 41,000 sold, No.2 in the
Scries, "The kiills of Billericay", deals with the history of all .
known iuills and vWatermills in the area, explains how a m&#ll works,
deals with the "Perry Street Mill Mystery", and tells the amsing
story of Billericay's fat miller, Thomas Wood, and his amazing diet,
Both bookleta can be obtained fram W,P,.Grant, 143, Perry Street, ;
Billericny, Fesex (Phone B11.,1927), price 64 + 3d postage per copy,
or from W,H.Smith & Sons and local newsagenta.
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